
Table A-17.  Science, engineering, and health postdoctoral appointees in doctorate-granting institutions, by

detailed field, source of support and, citizenship: 1999

Page 1 of 2

Source of support Citizenship

Field Total Federal U.S.
Non- citizens Temporary

Federal and visa
Total Fellow- Trainee- Research permanent holders

ships ships grants residents

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 40,244 27,887 3,775 2,632 21,480 12,357 18,604 21,640

............Total, science and engineering fields 28,564 20,909 2,233 1,320 17,356 7,655 12,509 16,055

...........................................Sciences, total 25,408 18,672 2,110 1,297 15,265 6,736 11,510 13,898

.........................Physical sciences, total 6,043 4,634 371 56 4,207 1,409 2,200 3,843
...........................................Astronomy 372 343 52 3 288 29 202 170

............................................Chemistry 3,774 2,705 252 43 2,410 1,069 1,343 2,431
................................................Physics 1,813 1,517 67 9 1,441 296 617 1,196

.....................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 84 69 0 1 68 15 38 46

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 919 770 93 0 677 149 531 388
..........................Atmospheric sciences 107 102 0 0 102 5 77 30

........................................Geosciences 473 385 47 0 338 88 254 219
.....................................Oceanography 235 195 44 0 151 40 133 102

.........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c 104 88 2 0 86 16 67 37

..........................Mathematical sciences 348 191 37 6 148 157 151 197

................................Computer sciences 326 234 35 1 198 92 141 185

.............................Agricultural sciences 708 427 16 0 411 281 362 346

.......................Biological sciences, total 15,910 11,692 1,437 1,074 9,181 4,218 7,256 8,654
..............................................Anatomy 584 434 64 41 329 150 269 315

........................................Biochemistry 2,485 1,921 195 106 1,620 564 1,074 1,411
.................................................Biology 1,833 1,395 237 82 1,076 438 893 940

........................Biometry/epidemiology 166 128 13 80 35 38 117 49
...........................................Biophysics 266 199 22 12 165 67 131 135

.................................................Botany 597 408 42 0 366 189 232 365
..........................................Cell biology 2,037 1,403 246 69 1,088 634 957 1,080

................................................Ecology 117 74 10 0 64 43 74 43
.....................Entomology/parasitology 178 121 2 1 118 57 77 101

..............................................Genetics 770 496 68 50 378 274 356 414
.......Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,165 1,636 160 194 1,282 529 1,012 1,153

...............................................Nutrition 238 140 11 16 113 98 104 134
............................................Pathology 1,291 825 109 149 567 466 572 719

.....................................Pharmacology 1,481 1,199 107 148 944 282 639 842
...........................................Physiology 1,132 900 92 102 706 232 481 651

................................................Zoology 154 94 24 1 69 60 119 35
..............................Biosciences, n.e.c. 416 319 35 23 261 97 149 267

............................................Psychology 703 506 81 133 292 197 525 178

.............................Social sciences, total 451 218 40 27 151 233 344 107
........................Agricultural economics 43 31 2 2 27 12 23 20

...........Anthropology (cultural & social) 87 32 6 1 25 55 74 13
..........Economics (except agricultural) 31 3 0 0 3 28 28 3

...........................................Geography 30 25 0 0 25 5 16 14
............................................Linguistics 14 9 3 1 5 5 13 1

...................................Political science 68 12 5 0 7 56 47 21
.............................................Sociology 104 54 5 19 30 50 89 15

.......................Sociology/anthropology 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
.........................Social sciences, n.e.c. 74 52 19 4 29 22 54 20

......................................Engineering, total 3,156 2,237 123 23 2,091 919 999 2,157
...........................Aerospace engineering 128 90 3 0 87 38 34 94
...........................Agricultural engineering 62 38 0 1 37 24 20 42
...........................Biomedical engineering 242 183 18 12 153 59 108 134

..............................Chemical engineering 657 445 32 4 409 212 192 465
......................................Civil engineering 291 157 11 0 146 134 98 193

..............................Electrical engineering 542 405 20 1 384 137 159 383
................................Engineering science 122 106 5 0 101 16 44 78

..................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 27 19 2 0 17 8 16 11
..........................Mechanical engineering 470 342 10 2 330 128 154 316

.....................Metallurgical/materials eng. 419 294 19 3 272 125 105 314
................................Nuclear engineering 30 27 0 0 27 3 12 18

..................................Engineering, n.e.c. 166 131 3 0 128 35 57 109

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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...........................................Total, health fields 11,680 6,978 1,542 1,312 4,124 4,702 6,095 5,585
...............................................Clinical fields 9,020 5,293 1,322 1,032 2,939 3,727 4,703 4,317

...........................................Dental sciences 175 107 7 37 63 68 86 89
........................................................Nursing 49 34 8 15 11 15 42 7

............................Pharmaceutical sciences 435 272 22 6 244 163 170 265
.......Preventive medicine/community health 347 264 27 50 187 83 208 139

.......................Speech pathology/audiology 62 49 4 10 35 13 40 22
.....................................Veterinary sciences 241 119 21 10 88 122 149 92

.......................................Other health fields 1,351 840 131 152 557 511 697 654

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


